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We Must Continue Instant 
| In Prayer 


If we would contend for the faith, we must continue instant in 


ale 


prayer. To say that is obvious, and yet obvious as it is, there is too 
little of it. Paul urges the people of Philippi “to strive together for 
the faith of the gospel,” and I am sure he means striving in prayer. 
In the Letters to the Thessalonians, he requests prayer for himself 
and his work. How wonderful it would be and how effective it 

would be if every Church had in it a group of fundamental believers 
who would pray systematically together for the triumph and main- 
tenance of the Gospel and would continue instant in prayer for the 
same objective. We would have more triumphs to rejoice in. The 
faith would be honored, believed, and professed openly; barriers 

would fall, and attacks against our leaders would crumble, 


to the discomfiture of the enemies of the Truth. 


—John H. McComb, D.D. 
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EDITORIAL 


Reprinted from THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
JourNat of September 13th, 1950. 


Some Reasons Why 
Evangelical Christians 
Believe In The 

Virgin Birth 


Peter, writing to Christians, says: “But sanctify 
the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always 
to give an answer to every man that asketh you a 
reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and 
reverence.” 


Never has such advice been more germane than 
now. With essential Christian doctrines denied or 
questioned on every hand it behooves the Christian 
to be ready to give reason for his faith. 


In this editorial we take up the doctrine of the 
Virgin Birth. Some of the reasons why evangelical 
Christians believe this doctrine are as follows: 


(a) Because the Bible states plainly, explicitly, 
unmistakably and unequivocally that Jesus was born 
of a virgin. Both Luke and Matthew give the back- 
ground and the details of this event, withal doing 
so with wonderful delicacy, but with unmistakable 
clarity. Luke is thought to have his story directly 
from Mary. Matthew probably got his from Joseph. 


To the evangelical such clear statements are suf- 
ficient. They accept the Bible at face value. To 
deny such a record is to demolish the entire struc- 
ture of inspiration. 


(b) The evangelical believes in the Virgin Birth 
of our-Lord because in unbroken sequence it has 
been held as a tenet of the Church until the rise of 
modern higher criticism, which in essence denies 
the supernatural and the miraculous. 


(c) Because the Virgin Birth is the only logical 
explanation of the incarnation—the union of Deity 
and humanity. 


(d) Because the Virgin Birth is no more re- 
markable than the bodily resurrection of our Lord, 
the keystone of our hope of eternity. When one 
tampers with the great doctrines of Christianity, 
particularly those which have to do with our Lord, 
one does not put out a doctrine here or there and 
leave an unimpaired Christ; these great truths 
hold together. 


(e) The evangelical believes in the Virgin Birth 
because the One born was the Creator of the world 
to which He now returned as Redeemer. “d/l 
things were made by him; and without him was not 
anything made which was made.’ The eternal Son 
of God must, of necessity, have come into the world 
in a miraculous manner. “Jn the beginning was the 
W ord, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. The same was in the beginning with 
God.” The Bible is full of references to the pre- 
existence of Christ. In the supernatural course of 
events one would expect Him to come in a super- 
natural way. 


(f) The evangelical Christian believes in the 
Virgin Birth because there is no other possible ex- 
planation of the psychology involved and the record 
of the reactions of those intimately associated with 
the event. First, one must remember the strict 
Jewish law of espousal, as binding as marriage 
itself. Then, the Jewi-h law regarding adultery; a 
betrothed person to be puni hed by death if found 
guilty, just as though the marriage ceremony had 
actually taken place. 


In Mary’s case it would have been impossible to 
hide the facts. Furthermore, she would have to face 
accusation by relatives and acquaintances before the 
responsible priest at that time, and that man was 
Zachar‘*s. Rather than try to hide her condition 
she rejyouingly told her cousin, Elisabeth. 
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But, Mary’s own reaction shows the purity and 
the innocence of her heart. She does not cringe from 
the announcement but she does ask a searchingly 
yertinent question. She asks how this can be bio- 
ogically possible: “Then said Mary unto the angel, 
Yow shall this be, seeing I know not a man?” 


The reply of the angel is in itself sufficient to 
atisfy any who will believe. Only God’s Holy 
Spirit could have directed this simple sentence, a 
statement so absolutely clear in meaning that any 
‘an understand and yet so pure in implication that 
iny young girl can read it without a blush: “dnd 
the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be 
called the Son of God.” 


Mary's reaction to this statement, which she ac- 
cepted but could not fully understand, was in itself 
a wonderful submission to something which could 
have become an intolerable ordeal: “But Mary 
kept all these things, and pondered them in her 
heart.” 


Joseph’s reaction was also dictated by the accept- 
ance of a fact he could not apprehend but which, 
through faith, he accepted. God knew the perplex- 
ing and distressing problem he, the espoused hus- 
band of Mary, faced, and God spoke to him by a 
direct revelation, just as he had spoken to Marvy. 


The crowning evidence of the nature of Christ’s 
birth may be seen in Mary’s attitude at the cross. 
Throughout these years she carried the knowledge 
of His supernatural conception in her heart. How 
her mother-heart yearned for her boy! How she 
would have saved him from the cross if she could! 
Why was he being crucified? Because he claimed to 
be the Son of God. As they nailed Him to the cross 
Mary's heart was torn in agony. If He was being 
crucified because he was deluded she would have 
cried out: “Wait, Oh wait; he is not telling the 
truth, I will tell you who his father is—he is...” 
But, she held her peace. Not one word did she speak 
tor she knew that He was the Son of God. 


(g) The evangelical believes in the Virgin Birth 
because of Jesus’ own claims. He asserted He was 
the Son of God. He said He was the Messiah. He 
accepted worship from men. He performed miracles 
no man could possibly perform. His Virgin Birth 
was therefore but a part of His pre-existence, super- 
natural birth, life, death and resurrection. 


(h) Finally, the evangelical believes in the Virgin 
Birth because of the awful alternative. 1f He was 





not virgin born then the Bible lies and instead of a 
divinely inspired revelation it becomes a pious fraud. 
lf He was not virgin born his mother was a pro- 
miscuous and dishonest woman and he was an illegit- 
imate son. If He was not virgin born He was not 
the Son of God and He Himself was deluded and 
living a life of fraud. If He was not virgin born 
the entire structure of His pre-existence, His es- 
ential Deity, His atoning work, His resurrection 
and our hope of eternity is shattered and we are of 
all men most miserable. 


This is strong language and it is intended to be 
just that. There are those who deny the Virgin 
Birth and who yet claim, by Some form of intel- 
lectual legerdemain, the name Christian. But, the 
arguments for the faith of the evangelical are so con- 
clusive and the alternatives so devastating to faith 
and doctrine that one must accept that which the 
Bible plainly teaches or find himself in intellectual 
quick-sands from which there is no way out. 


—L.N.B. 





“The Exceeding Greatness 
Of His Power To Usward 
Who Believe” 


This is one of the strong phrases found in the 
Epistle to the Ephesians. In his prayer, the Apostle 
asks that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ may 
give these believers the Spirit of wisdom and revela- 
tion to the end that: they may know the hope that 
becomes theirs in virtue of being called by God, the 
splendour of the inheritance to which this hope 
points, and the limitless efficacy which is God’s to 
establish us in the possession of this inheritance. The 
Apostle prays that God will do all this for those 
who believe. Indeed, his teaching in Ephesians as 
in Romans and I Cor. 2:5 is that faith itself is a 
work of God's power. The prayer, then, is that 
those in whom God’s great power has already work- 
ed faith may know and experience the exceeding 
greatness of this working power of God. In 1:19 
the Apostle uses four words to describe the greatness 
of this power that is working in believers. The 
word translated power is the term from which we 
get dynamic and dynamite—it is power in general. 
Then it is measured by three other words: “accord- 
ing to the working of the might of His strength.” 
The word rendered working means energy, power 
in effective action or operation. The one translated 
might means mastery or sovereign power; and that 
rendered strength indicates force, inherent power 
resident in or belonging to some one. Strength is 








The Southern Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian week'y magazine devoted to the 
the Gospel, the faith which was once for a'l delivered unto th 
terian Journal, Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. Entered as second--lass matter May 15, 1942, at the Postoffice at Weaverville, 
N. C., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Vol. XI, No. 29, November 19, 1952. 

Editorial and Business Offices: Weaverville, North Carolina. Printed in the U.S.A. by Biltmore Press, Asheville, North Carolina. 

Appress CuHanct: When changing address, please let us have both old and new address as far in advance as possible. Allow 
three weeks after change if not sent in advance. When possibl*, send an address label giving your old address. 


tatement, defense and propagation of 
aints, published every Wednesday by The Southern Presby- 








NOVEMBER 19, 1952 


the root, might is the tree and, working or efficacy 
is the fruit. 


Then when the Apostle has exhausted all the 
terms available in seeking to measure the greatness 
of God’s power to work in believers, he follows 
the barrage of power projectiles by a tremendous 
illustration. This great power of God can be seen 
no where so clearly as in His raising up Christ 
from the dead and sitting Him at His own right 
hand far above every principality and power and 
dominion and every name that can be named either 
in this age or in the age to come—and by putting 
all things under His feet. 


“Peace, perfect peace, 
Our future all unknown? 
Jesus, we know 


And He is on the Throne.” 


There is a lesser, but still conspicuous, example 
of the same power mentioned in the third chapter 
of Ephesians. Even unto humble Paul—“less than 
the least of all saints’—was grace given according 
to the working of His power to reveal to men that 
Jews and Gentiles were called together to form the 
body of Christ. Even by this humble Apostle, is 
made known unto the principalities and powers in 
the heavenly places through the Church the mani- 
fold wisdom of God. 


But why should we overlook chapter two? There 
the exceeding greatness of God’s power is made 
known in raising us up from the death of sin to 
live with and in Christ. We were by our fallen 
natures the children of wrath; but in His great 
mercy God raised us up together with Christ and 
made us sit with Him in the heavenlies that in the 
ages to come He might show the exceeding riches 
of His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 


Finally, returning to chapter three, we close with 
the second prayer made for the reader by the Apostle 
Paul, 3:14-21. Here he prays that we may be 
strengthened with power through His Spirit in the 
inward man—that Christ may dwell in us by faith, 
that we may be rooted and grounded in love, that 
we may apprehend the measureless love of Christ 
and be filled with all the fulness of God. Is that 
not too much even for God’s great power? Nay, says 
the Apostle in the doxology or ascription of glory 
to God with which he cloves this prayer. God is able 
to do above all things—ves above all that we ask 
or think—according to the power that worketh in 
us. And to this Almighty God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be the glory in the Church by 
Christ Jesus. —W.C.R. 





Teaching Men 
To Think 


We have seen the statement: “The highest func- 
tion of education is teaching men to think.” This 
philesophy assumes that man has the inherent ability 
to arrive at a right conclusion and to conduct his 
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life accordingly ; but, nothing could be farther from 
the truth, 


That men should be taught to think is unques- 
tionably a part of education but it does not stop 
with the developing of the powers of reasoning, the 
power to arrive at a conclusion. The onlv education 
that is worthy of the name is that which has as its 
ultimate objective teaching men to think straight, 
to arrive at right conclusions. 


It is utterly fallacious to present a number of 
alternatives to immature minds and, without guid- 
ance, expect those minds to choose and reach a deci- 
sion which is right. Of course, in the realm of scien- 
tific experiment, one proceeds on a basis often of 
trial and error, reaching out to new and challeng- 
ing discoveries. But even here there are certain 
known basic facts of science which are demonstrated 
to inquiring minds and from which they may pro- 
ceed in their work. 


The fallacy of much which passes for education 
today stems from the philosophy that all things are 
relative, that there are no absolutes. Out of this 
philos ophy comes the quicksand of humanism, prag- 
matism and relativity and a willingness of the cre- 


ated to sit in judgment on the Creator and His 
works, 


In the realm of Christian education it should be 
axiomatic that those who teach have a clear under- 
standing of and a firm conviction as to the truth- 
fulness of Christian doctrines and a realization of 
the importance of imparting these doctrines to those 
for whom they are responsible. 


Men should be taught to think but at the same 
time it is imperative that the basis of their thinking 
shall be grounded in God’s eternal truths. “Thus 
saith the Lord” does not permit rebuttal. 


The fear of, or reverential trust in, the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom and no education is safe 
which does not have such a foundation.—L.N.B. 
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“A Christian View Of 


Men And Things” 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


Dr. Gordan H. Clark, head of the department of 
yhilosophy in Butler University, is recognized as 
ye of the leading philosophical thinkers of America 
ind at the same time, a Christian of rare discern- 
ment who knows how to combine philosophical and 
Christian insights with fine balance. Since 1931 we 
have been receiving from the pen of Dr. Clark, 
notable contributions in the fields of ethics, Hellen- 
istic philosophy, and education. 


I would like to call to the attention of our read- 
ers Dr. Clark’s latest volume called “A Christian 
View of Men and Things.” (Published by Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Pub. Company. Price $4.00). The pub- 
lisher’s blurb states that this is “a treatise showing 
that social stability demands a Christian society.” 
To some extent this statement is true but it is not 
the main idea of the book. The main thrust of the 
volume is that all non-Christian systems are beset 
with contradictions while Christianity is consistent. 
The author shows how Christian principles solve 
the problems of history, politics, ethics, science, 
epistemology, and other spheres of thought. 


- Dr. Clark introduces the volume by frankly ad- 
mitting that the idea of God does not dominate 
contemporary thinking. The topics of the day are 
discussed in both private conversations and in the 
popular periodicals without any suggestion that the- 
ology might have a bearing on them. Even devoted 
Christians, he tells us, fail to see any close connec- 
tion between their faith and other matters of inter- 
est. Similarly, in the colleges, not only have these 
specific courses in theism been dropped but the 
Christian pre-suppositions that previously pervaded 
the entire curriculum have been abandoned and the 
philosophy that most influences the students in all 
departments is humanism or naturalism. 


To buttress his contention that the attitude that 
even if God exists, He is not particularly important 
for the problems of society, Dr. Clark offers as sup- 
port various reviews of the American educational 
system. He asks us, as a distinguished example, to 
consider the Report of the Harvard Committee. 
This document admits that a stable society requires 
a common philosophy, the lack of which produces 
social disintegration and war. It then complains 
that after the common curriculum with its central 
theistic philosophy was discarded and replaced by 
an emphasis on vocationalism, the schools failed to 
provide their students and their subject matter with 
any unifying principles. The immediate educational 
result has been confusion. The report states that the 
conviction that Christianity gives meaning and ul- 
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timate unity to all parts of the curriculum, indeed 
to the whole life of the college, is out of question 
in publicly supported colleges and is practically if 
not legally impossible in most others. This objective 
report, therefore, justifies one in maintaining that 
American education may be interpreted as an ad- 
mission that the present ills of society have resulted 
from a general repudiation of the theistic philosophy 
on which western civilization was originally erected. 


To save society in its time of peril, secular edu- 
cators hope to replace the old ideas connected with 
theistic philosophy with a new synthesis that can 
prove acceptable to the modern temper. Dr. Clark 
is convinced that this replacement will only lead 
to disappointment. He cites C. E. M. Joad, who 
tried humanism and came to bitter disappointment. 
Other examples are T. E. Taylor and C. S. Lewis, 
author of “Screwtape Letters.” 


Professor Clark is not blind to the fact that the 
theistic view of the world faces difficulties. He rec- 
ognizes that there are questions for which Chris- 
tianity seems to give an inadequate answer or none 
at all. Along with this recognition, however, he 
raises several pertinent questions. “But does any- 
one claim that pragmatism or realism or idealism 
give adequate answers to all questions? Is human- 
ism or naturalism free of difficulties? The answer 
s: “There has been an immense amount not merely 
of inadequacy but of inconsistency in some of the 
greatest philosophers. In fact, the student might 
be tempted to suggest that the greatness of the 
philosopher is directly proportional to the number 
of his contradictions, Kant, for example, the source 
of all contemporary philosophers or at least a fun- 
nel through which all modern ideas have passed is 
unbearably _ self-contradictory.”. The conclusion 
reached by Dr. Clark is “but if one system can pro- 
vide plausible solutions to many problems while an- 
other leaves too many questions unanswered, if one 
system tends less to skepticism and gives more mean- 
ing to life, if one world-view is consistent while 
others are self-contradictory, who can deny us since 
we must choose the more promising first principle?” 


THE PHILosopHy oF History 


The philosophy of history is made the first sub- 
ject of discussion. Here we are reminded that his- 
tory in all its extent, the philosophy of history rather 
than the history of any single nation, presents prob- 
lems so large and in this age it presents points so 
blunt that it is next to impossible to overlook them. 
Most obvious are those problems that come with 





pressing practical urgency. After carefully analyzing 
the philosophy of history represented by such writers 
as Karl Marx, Spengler, Toynbee, and others, Dr. 
Clark argues that Christianity teaches a better phil- 
osophy of history than any secular view. He writes: 
“If the second person of the Triune God actually 
became flesh and dwelt among us and died on the 
cross for men, that event would naturally over- 
shadow every other aspect of the world, scientific 
or historical. And such a descent of Deity into hu- 
man affairs would not only provoke a theory of 
history logically, but must psychologically provoke 
some general reflection on history. Both logically 
and actually, therefore, Christianity has a philoso- 
phy of history.” After defining Christianity, the 
author continues, “Christianity thus defined not 
only contains a philosophy of history but so promi- 
nent is this theme in the Bible that few members 
of the Christian Church have been unaware of it. 
It was, therefore, as natural as it was fortunate 
that early in the history of the Church one of the 
greatest Christian scholars undertook the exposi- 
tion of the Biblical theory of history. Prompted by 
the pagan reproach that the sack of Rome in A. D. 
410 was a punishment for having forsaken the old 
gods in favor of Christianity, St. Augustine worked 
for thirteen years to produce his massive ‘City of 


God.’ ” 


According to Dr. Clark the Christian philosophy 
may be summed up in a few sentences. First, God 
controls history. Second, God will bring history to 
its end and culmination. Third, God Himself acts 
in history. 


The secular view of history yields to despair. The 
Christian view of history gives meaning to life and 
also to destiny beyond this life. Anyone who chooses 
the Christian view can look at the calamities of 
western civilization and say: “We know that all 
things work together for good to them that love 


God.” 


THE PHILOSOPHY OF POLITICs 


Politics is related to and inter-related with his- 
tory. Politics is a sub-division of history. The Chris- 
tian cannot fail to see the importance of contempo- 
rary politics. There is such a thing as the philosophy 
of politics and there must be a Christian philosophy 
of politics. 


After explaining the function of government and 
submitting an analysis and criticism of various types 
gt. government, the author leads us to a theistic 
view of the philosophy of politics. He believes that 
the best starting-point for an exposition of the Chris- 
tian view of politics is the Pauline statement on the 
authorization of government: “Let every soul be 
subject unto the higher powers for there is no power 
but°God. The powers that be are ordained of God.” 
The basic thought is that government is a divine 
institution.-‘The-authority of magistrates does not 
derive from any voluntary or social compact but it 
derives from God. All human rights are gifts from 


God who out of the same lump of clay can fashion 
one vessel to honor and another to dishonor. God 
is the source of all rights. We are reminded that 
this theistic justification of government is coherent 
with the Christian view of God’s sovereignty in 
history. He says that: “Unless the rights of Govern- 
ment are given and limited by God, there is no sys- 
tematic ground between anarchy and dictatorship. 
Christianity by its more coherent thought escapes 
this choice. It holds that all men, poor as well as 
rich, politicians as well as business men, are sinful 
and are in need of restraint and they are in such 
need of restraint that the Christian is under obliga- 
tion to obey governments that are in many ways 
undesirable . . . It does not follow that Christians 
are enjoined from using all legal and peaceful means 
toward a just and honest administration. On the 
contrary, the honest tenor of the Bible is to lay 
obligation on men to promote justice in all the ac- 
tivities of life.” The summation of this subject is 
that Christianity is self-consistent in its political 
pronouncements and that it safeguards human rights 
and political liberty as humanism and _ relativism 
do not. 
ETHICS 

Dr. Clark demonstrates in his lecture on “Ethics” 
his mastery in this department. He deals with ethics 
which covers the entire range of human character 
and conduct. He discusses with remarkable acute- 
ness of insight, the question: “What actions are 
right and what actions are wrong?” Again he shows 
us that Biblical theism gives us a more consistent 
view of ethics than any other interpretation. It pro- 
vides adequate scope for self-interest. He points out 
that far from denying the lezitimacy of interested 
motivation, the doctrine of Christ constantly stresses 
rewards and punishments. This is found, for exam- 
ple, in Christ’s sermon on the mount where He 
appeals to practical consequences. This does not 
mean that Biblical theism approves of selfishness 
or teaches selfishness, but it does recognize a legiti- 
mate appeal to self-interest. From this study he 
deduces the thought that “Biblical theism satisfies 
the requirements that other systems cannot meet.” 


RELIGION 


We have space for only one more chapter to come 
under review. This last one will be on the subject 
of Religion. The author finds difficulty in defining 
religion. He states that the difficulty inherent in 
the attempt to define religion arises from the fact 
that there are many mutually contradictory religions. 
He says: “They may all be wrong but not more 
than one can be true.” 


In this lecture Dr. Clark seems to agree with 
consistent absolutists like John Calvin and Jonathan 
Edwards who denied that God has limited Himself 
in any way. He can still do anything. In particular, 
God can and does control the choices of created 
wills. ‘He doeth according to His will in the army 
of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth 
and none can stay His hand.” To this author God 
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is self-contained and unlimited. He is independent 
ot His creatures. Dr. Clark says: “God Almighty 
sufers from no compulsion of boredom. He enjoys 
the social values’ of the Trinity of persons and His 
voodness does not depend on human beings. He 
elets and foreordains whatsoever comes to pass.” 


The conclusion is that on the basis of God’s 
abolute sovereignty and on this basis alone is it 
posible to have good hope for the future. Anything 
limiting God, whether it be something external or 
an internal given chaos makes the future uncertain. 


This magnificent volume comes to a close with 





the affirmation that Christianity is self-consistent 
and gives meaning to life and morality and sup- 
ports the existence of truth in the possibility of 
knowledge. The last word is a warning “that a 
continued repudiation of Christian principles prom- 
ises a future which even more than the present will 
be characterized by social instability, wars, and 
rumors of wars, brutality, and despair.”’ 


This book will come as a great blessing to many 
who have been intimidated by “the modern mind” 
and “the modern point of view.” It will help to 
clear the air and strengthen the Christian’s faith 
in the things that matter most. 





SARBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 30 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Jesus Law Of Doing Good 


(Temperance ) 


Scripture: Matthew 12. Devotional Read- 
ing: Ephesians 5:11-20. 


Jesus has been called a ‘“Man-fancier.” 


Some men take a fancy to rare paintings by the Old Masters, and 


spend millions on their art galleries; other men like to collect first editions of the world’s greatest books; 
till others have a hobby of collecting stamps, or coins, or precious stones. Some men like animals and in- 
est millions in horses or dogs. Jesus set His heart on men. His whole business while here on earth was to 
seek and to save men, for it was mankind that was lost in sin. He went about doing good; doing good to 


nen; distressed, diseased, demon-possessed, sinsick 
nen. In His expression, How much better is a man 
than a sheep, He sums up His loving philosophy. He 
expects us, His followers, to do likewise. We are 
to “buy up the opportunity,” as Paul expresses it in 
Ephe:ians, chapter five. The wise man wins souls; 
he sees the value of human beings, and spends his 
life in doing good to them, in trying to rescue men 
ind women and help them to live noble lives. | 
knew a man once who seemed to be very kind and 
patient with his dogs—he raised dogs to sell—but 
ippeared to be very impatient with his children. 
How much was his child better than a dog, even 
though his dogs were pedigreed? 


Of what value, in the endless ages of eternity, 
will be a collection of rare books, or paintings, or 
jewels? Jesus was collecting jewels which would 
be His eternally. Many people waste their lives on 
trivial and worthless things, when all around them 
ire the diamond fields of priceless men and men. 
Let us do good to all men, especially to those who 
are of the household of faith, and have some ‘“‘stars 
in our crown.” Jesus began that collection of men 
and women who were to be of the family of God. 
We are to help Him in His great work, for we are 
fellow-workers with Him. 


In our lesson we have a variety of incidents show- 
ing Jesus’ Law of Doing Good. 


I. The Sabbath was Made for Man: 
Verses 1-13 
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In the parallel passage from Mark 2:23-28 Jesus 
explains His allowing His disciples to pluck the 
heads of grain by saving, The Sabbath was made 
for man, 


The Pharisees had turned this around, and 
seemed to feel that man was made for the Sabbath. 
They had made the Sabbath Day a burden instead 
of a blessing. The right use of this Day will bring 
rich rewards to man. It was given to him for rest 
and worship, and for deeds of necessity and mercy. 
The Pharisees had made a great many minute regu- 
lations concerning the keeping of the Day, and left 
no room for any such deeds. Jesus showed these 
leaders of the Jews that there were higher Laws 
relating to the welfare of mankind which took pre- 
cedence over the Law of the Sabbath. He, as Lord 
of the Sabbath, had the authority to interpret the 
Law and show its real meaning. 


In our day there is not much danger of too strict 
an observance of the Lord’s Day. The tendency now 
is to turn the Day into a holiday, and destroy it as 
a day of rest and worship. We not only allow deeds 
of necessity and mercy but almost anything else 
that men wish to do. The terrible desecration of the 
Sabbath is one of our national sins. 


The man with the withered hand furnished an 
example of what He was trying to impress upon 
them. They asked the question, Is it lawful to heal 


? 








on the sabbath days? He pointed them to their own 
conduct. Even one sheep was worth pulling out of 
a pit on the Sabbath. How much more is a man 
worth than a sheep! These people were like some 
people today; they thought more of their property 
than of their fellowmen. | think we can get a good 
temperance application at this point. Which is 
worth more, the tax money we get from legalized 
sale of liquor, or the souls of men? All of us know 
that the sale of strong drink is ruining thousands of 
men and women; it is turning many into alcoholics, 
and is costing us millions of dollars. It is doing un- 
told harm, instead of good. The greatest boon which 
could come to America, outside of a spiritual re- 
vival, would be the abolishing of this curse. 


Il. A Bruised Reed and 
Smoking Flax: 14-21 


Great multitudes followed Him and He healed 
them all! How much is contained in those few 
words. Try to get the picture in your mind. 


This was a fulfillment of prophecy—a prophecy 
which reached beyond the Jews and included the 
Gentiles, for in Him would the Gentiles trust. In 
this prophecy we have one of those beautiful pic- 
tures of the Master which we ought to gaze upon 
very often: “He shall not strive, nor cry: neither 
shall any man hear his voice in the streets. A bruised 
reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he 
not quench, till he send forth judgment unto vic- 
tory.” A bruised reed is very poor and seemingly 
worthless material, and smoking flax has an offen- 
sive odor, but He sees beneath all that is ugly and 
repulsive. He saw the souls of men, worth more 
than the material world. Sometimes the bodies of 
men are broken and full of loathsome disease, or 
controlled by some evil spirit, but He had com- 
passion upon them. The gentle and loving Saviour 
never refused to help any and all who came, even 
though they were the outcasts of society, despised by 
others, especially by the proud Pharisees. He adds 
even these “least and last ones” to His collection 
of jewels. They, I believe, will shine with special 
brilliance in His crown. 


III. Blasphemous Critics: 
22-45 


A man possessed with an evil spirit, dumb and 
blind, is brought to Jesus. He casts out the demon, 
so that the people are amazed. This is too much 
for the envious Pharisees, and they advance the 
silly criticism that He is casting out demons through 
the prince of the demons, Beelzebub. Jesus easily 
and completely refutes this illogical charge and 
then warns these enemies that they are standing on 
very dangerous ground. They were on the verge 
of committing the unpardonable sin, a sin against 
the Holy Spirit. In order that any sin may be par- 
doned there must be repentance and faith. It is the 
work of the Holy Spirit to give both of these to 
men. If we persist in hardening our hearts in un- 
belief and impenitence then pardon is impossible. 
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The Pharisees were rejecting the clear evidence of 
the mighty work of the Spirit as Christ cast out 
these demons, They were actually ascribing to Satan 
this gracious work of the Spirit of God. To blas- 
pheme Christ could be pardoned, but to thus treat 
the regenerating Spirit of God, to thus wilfully 
resist Him and say what they had said, was danger- 
ous indeed, 


Jesus urges them to see to it that their hearts are 
thoroughly renovated; that they make the tree good 
so that the fruit can be good. The envy and un- 
belief of these Pharisees revealed a corrupt mind 
and heart which must be comnletely changed. It is 
out of the abundance of the heart that the mc: 
speaks, and their speech had betrayed their inner- 
most being, for they had spoken just what was in 
their minds. Verse 36 is a very solemn warning to 
all of us, and should lead us to pray over and over 
again, Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; 
keep the door of my lips. The “idle” word, “just 
popping out of his mouth,” clearly reveals the con- 
dition within; so by our words we will be justified, 
or condemned. If we have “good treasure” in our 
hearts, then we will bring good things out of it. 
Our speech reveals our souls. 


These critics then ask for a “sign.” What could 
reveal their hypocrisy more clearly? They had seen 
an abundance of “signs”; every day they had stood 
by while He wrought His mighty miracles. He tells 
them that no sign will be given such a generation 
except the sign of the prophet Jonah. (Notice that 
Jesus vouches for the historical fact, both of the 
prophet, and of the experience that prophet had in 
the belly of the great fish). He uses it as an illus- 
tration of His burial and resurrection. A greater 
than Jonah is here, for the resurrection of Jesus is 
a far more impressive and important “sign,” or mir- 
acle, than the escape of Jonah from the fish. 


He then compares Himself with Solomon and the 
visit of the Queen of Sheba to that monarch, and 
says, “A greater than Solomon is here.” They were 
in the presence of the King of Kings, and did not 
recognize Him. 


Verses 43-45 have been called “The Peril of the 
Empty Heart” (see Helen Montgomery’s Transla- 
tion of New Testament). It is not enough to have 
clean hearts; we need filled hearts! 


V. “Who is My Mother? and 
Who are My Brethren”?: 


Those who do the will of the Father: Repent, 
Believe, Obey. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 30 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 





Danger: Highly Inflammable! 


DEVOTIONAL: 
Hymn: “Fairest Lord Jesus” 
Invocation 
Hymn: “Saviour, Like A Shepherd Lead Us” 
Scripture: James | :16-27 
Offering 
Hymn: “Take My Life And Let It Be” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


The Bible tells us that “a soft answer turneth 
away wrath; but grievous words stir up anger.” 
Surely the tongue, if not controlled, can stir up 
trouble, and add fuel to flames already burning 
with the heat of anger. The Scriptures have much 
to say about the use of the tongue, and we would 
do well to heed the Word of God concerning its 
“highly inflammable” nature. All should pray with 
the psalmist: “Set a watch, O Lord, before my 
mouth; keep the door of my lips.”’ Our first speaker 
this evening will deal with the lying tongue. 


First SPEAKER: 


Among the seven things listed in the sixth chapter 
of Proverbs as things that God hates, that are an 
abomination unto Him, two deal with the tongue: 
“A lying tongue, ... a false witness that speaketh 
lies.” When we stop and remember that Satan is 
the father of lies, and that the lying tongue is a tool 
in his wicked hand, we do not wonder that God 
hates the tongue that lies. He very firmly states in 
His Word that “no liar shall enter into the king- 
dom of heaven.” Certainly God, who is Truth, can- 
not allow untruth to enter His Kingdom. He will 
prevent every foe from entering the gates, and no 
lying tongue will ever speak in Heaven, for if such 
were allowed to speak, it would speak lies, and pave 
the way for evil to mar the perfection of God’s 
righteous kingdom. Sometimes we speak of “little 
white lies;” or those lies that seemingly have no 
malicious intent, but are just used to cover up for 
someone else, or to avoid unpleasantness. God 
doesn’t make any provision for even little white lies, 
for they are all black in His sight. Whatever our 
motive, there is no acceptable reason for lying. We 
are forbidden to do evil that good may come; and 
indeed no good can come from misuse of the truth, 
however good the reason may seem to us. When 
we are tempted to lie, if we would remember that 
He who is Truth will call us into account, it would 
encourage our hearts to turn from lies to seek the 
truth, for Jesus said, “Ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free.” 


ProGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


If we tell the truth, we do not have to try to 
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remember exactly what we've said, for people don’t 
“catch” you in the truth; but when we tell an un- 
truth, we have to remember every detail or the 
truth will discover our lie! It is easy to slip into a 
“fib” when we think it will get us out of facing 
facts, but our sin will find us out. Now our second 
speaker will talk to us about a gossiping tongue. 


JFCOND SPEAKER: 


Sometimes a tongue that is not a lying tongue 

just as evil in the eyes of the Lord. Gossiping 
uiay be telling the truth about someone, but it is 
listed among the most heinous sins. You can just 
hear a gossip saying, “I never say anything about 
anybody unless it’s good, and O boy, is this good!” 
Some people get a sweet taste from rolling bitter 
things about on their tongues, and passing on stories 
that will hurt other people. The Bible says, “It is 
the glory of God to conceal a thing.” God delights 
to provide covering for sin. He doesn’t desire to 
expose our failures to the eyes of others, but through 
the blood of His own Son washes our sins away 
that we may be clean. He shows our sin to us, that 
we may confess and be cleansed, but He doesn’t 
want to expose us to others. Yet how many “vir- 
tuous” people there are who delight to circulate 
the news concerning the sins and failures of others. 
God says, “He that uttereth slander is a fool ;” and 
“He that covereth tran-gression seeketh love; but 
he that repeateth a matter separateth friends.” 


Many times, if gossiping tongues had kept silent, 
despairing hearts might have been healed, and erring 
feet returned to the way, for “where no wood is, 
there the fire goeth out: so where there is no tale- 
bearer, the strife ceaseth.” But through malicious 
gossip they were forced more and more deeply into 
the night of despair, never to emerge. It is true 
that a fool’s tongue cuts his own throat, but it is 
just as true that the gossiping tongue cuts the throat 
of another. “Death and life are in the power of the 
tongue.” Let us be careful not to use it to destroy 
another, lest in so doing we destroy ourselves, for 
rest assured that gossip shall not enter the kingdom 
of heaven. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


When you realize what gossip can do, whether it 
be idle or malicious gossip, it makes you want to 
retrace your steps and recall everything you’ve ever 
said about anyone else. Surely we should ask the 
Lord to guard our lips that we may “speak the truth 
in love,” for love does not desire to expose but to 
cover sins. Our third speaker will deal with the 
matter of the unruly tongue. 


THIRD SPEAKER: 


James tells us that the tongue is a little member, 
but “behold, how great a matter a little fire kin- 
dleth!” He reminds us that wild beasts can be 
tamed, “but the tongue can no man tame; it is an 
unruly evil, full of deadly poison.”” The tongue will 
lash out in swift and cutting fury, and sometimes, 
with little provocation, will wound the hearts of 
those we love, or make an enemy of one who might 
have been a friend, 


We speak of an “ungovernable temper,” and cer- 
tainly it is reflected in an ungovernable tongue. 
Often our tempers and our tongues work in close 
harmony, becoming a deadly and destructive com- 
bination to work havoc with our lives and in our 
associations with others. James says “the tongue is 
a fire, a world of iniquity: that defileth the 
whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; 
and it is set on fire of hell.’ “A word fitly spoken 
is like apples of gold in pictures of silver,” but a 
word spoken in haste or in anger can kindle fires 
of hatred and strife that will injure or destroy. A 
cow kicked over a lantern, and the great fire of 
Chicago was kindled, and a city was destroyed. An 
unkind word, spoken in haste, and consuming fires 


ot anger begin to rage. We need to heed Solomon’s 
word: “Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue 
keepeth his soul from troubles.”” We need to be 
warned by the words of James: “If any man among 
you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, 
but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s religion is 
vain. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


There are two thoughts that come to mind as we 
think of what has been said. One: We need to 
listen more and talk less. “In the multitude of 
words there wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth 
his lips is wise.”” We talk too much, and our tongues 
get us and others into trouble. lf we can’t say some- 
thing that will help or enlighten others and that 
will honor God, we should just keep quiet. Two: 
We should realize that we cannot control our 
tongues in our own strength. It takes more strength, 
according to the Bible, to conquer our tongues than 
to conquer a city in battle. In the light of this truth 
we are certainly in need of help from God, if we 
are to win the victory over our “unruly” member. 
We should pray in faith the prayer already given 
from the words of the psalmist: “Set a watch, O 
Lord, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips.” 





Women’s Work 


In Review - For Advance 





Reports of the Enedecor Region Women’s Train- 
ing School held at Stillman College, Tuscaloosa, 
Ala., August 5-12, 1952 (“God Has Lighted Our 
Candles,” by Mrs. J. Percy Terrell, in the No- 
vember Presbyterian Women, and “The 1952 Sne- 
decor Region Women’s Training School, by Mrs. 
W. H. Hopper, in the December Presbyterian 
Survey), would not be complete without the mes- 
sage of our Moderator of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., the Reverend Dr. W. A. Alexander. Dr. Alex- 
ander found it impossible to accept our invitation 
to be present, but he sent a message which was 
read, bringing encouragement to all. We rejoice to 
share it with you and urge you to read the articles 
mentioned above in order to get a complete picture 
of the Training School. 


“Dear Christian Friends: What does a Mod- 
erator have to say to a group of Christians? 
Can it be a different message for every gath- 
ering? Certainly in him is no great ability for 
analysing the situation we face in this impor- 
tant hour, no unusual insight enab!ing him to 
interpret our day, no special wisdom for sug- 
gesting or promoting any plan or program. 


This lack which is his individually may be also 
the lack of a group, such as your company 
here assemb!ed. So I ask you, what is it that 
you sense today? Are you adequate for the 
needs which you feel and the prob!ems which 
you face? You know the questions, but do you 
know the answers? 

Then it is that we turn to God, and humbly 
but expectantly we pray: “Breathe on us, O 
Christ.” 

Breathe on us that we as individuals may be 
strengthened in faith and enriched through a 
nobler, loftier purpose in life. May we thus be 
free from selfish seeking and filled with a holy 
desire to honor our Lord Saviour in a quicken- 
ed love for Him and devotion to His cause. 

Breathe on us that we may be more enthu- 
siastic for the things of Christ and the Church. 
May our leaden feet be more swift, and our 
reluctance be swallowed up in a consuming 
passion for righteousness and for the bringing 
of the lost to the One who loved them and 
gave himself for them. 

Breathe on us that we may be more cour- 
ageous. Let us be honest, fearless and un- 
prejudiced as we face the issues of our day, 
and may we not faint through realizing our 
own weakness. Never will we fully experience 
God's strength which is availab‘e for us until 
first we face our own lack and confess our 
weakness. 
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Breathe on us that we may show the true 
beauty of Christian life and character. Char- 
acterizing the contributions which the dif- 
ferent denominations have made to our world, 
a min:ster of another communion said that the 
Presbyterian Church has made her chief con- 
tribution through her emphasis upon purity of 
life. May God be pleased to find in us such an 
insistence upon godliness—personal, domestic, 
social, national. 

Our Church this year as never before is em- 
phasizing the privilege that is ours in seeking 
to minister the Gospel more aggressively and 
effectively among Negroes. Somehow or other, 
Presbyterianism has never had a secure hold 
upon the mind of this people. Some think that 
its message is the kind which will receive an 
increasing response. Of one thing I am cer- 
tain, namely, that the Gospel will make a de- 
finite appeai if its presentation is accompanied 
by a richness of life and beauty of character. 

Breathe on us, O Christ, for just such a life, 
just such a character. Breathe on us that we 
may be more willing, more effective instru- 
ments in Thy hand! 

Most sincerely yours, 
W. A. Alexander, Moderator.” 


Reviewing the 1952 School and finding an impetus 
enlivened to more closely follow Him, let us ad- 
vance to the opportunities open to us in the Wo- 
men’s Training School which will be held in Au- 
gust, 1953. 


Things For W hich 
To Give Thanks 


The other day riding through the country, the 
whole outside world seemed to be a sanctuary for 
the soul. The sky was clear blue with a fleeting 
cloud here and there; trees were gold and red and 
yellow and vary.nzg shades of green and brown— 
the whole earth seemed to be decked in a riot of 
color; like ribbons of velvety grey the roads 
stretched across the landscape. My companion was 
one who creates an atmosphere in which it is easy 
to commune with God. In the silence there was the 
thought and the prayer: God is a lover of beauty! 


“God, who touchest earth with beauty, 
Make me lovely too. 
With Thy spirit recreate me, 
Make my heart anew.” 


We had ridden in silence for many a mile, things 
for which to give thanks had crowded our thoughts: 


Beauty: all about us that causes us to praise anew 
the Creator. 

Silence: through which we could commune with 
God. 

Prayer: whereby we may touch others and influ- 
ence the Eternal. 

People: who by just being, add luster to life. 

Smiles: that cost nothing and accomplish more in 
the soul than a thousand words. 

Love: with its power to communicate and control 
and recreate. 

God: whose companionship is an eternal reality 
from whose love no thing or person can ever sep- 
arate us. 


“In everything give thanks.” 
The silence was broken and then a stop for lunch. 


Thanksgiving was voiced, food was enjoyed, and 
we were on our way again. There followed a re- 
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Are Doing 


HELP US REACH MORE 
NEEDY CHILDREN 


AND 


DO A BETTER WORK 
WITH 


THOSE LIVING IN 
OUR HOMES 


WE OPERATE ON FAITH AND DEPEND 
UPON YOUR FREE-WILL OFFERING 
FOR OUR SUPPORT 


ENCOURAGE 9UR HEARTS 
WITH A GENEROUS GIFT 


Presbyterian Home for Children, Talladega, 
Alabama. 

Abinzdon Children’s Home, Foster Falls, Vir- 
ginia. 

Grandfather Home for Children, Banner Elk, 
North Carol'na. 


Mountain Orphanage, Black Mountain, North 
Carolina. 


Bachman Memorial Home, Inc., Farner, Ten- 
nessee. 


Vera Lloyd Home for Children, Monticello, 


Arkansas. 


Presbyterian Home for Children, Anchorage, 
Kentucky. 


Palmer Orphanage, Columbus, Missouri. 

Presbyterian Orphanage of Missouri, Farm- 
ington, Missouri. 

Presbyterian Orphans’ Home, Barium 
Sprinzs, North Carol'na. 

Goodland Indian Orphanage, Hugo, Okla- 


homa. 

Thornwell Orphanage, Clinton, South Car- 
olina. 

Monroe Harding Children’s Home, Nashville, 
Tennessee. 


Southwestern Presbyterian Home and School 
for Orphans, Itasca, Texas. 

Presbyterian Orphans’ Home, Lynchburg, 
Virginia. 

Davis-Stuart School, Lewisburg, West Vir- 
ginia. 








vealing experience. We began naming the people 
for whom we were indebted for the good food we 
had eaten. The list ran something like this: The 
cook, those who had trained her, the man who in- 
stalled the stove, the people who control the gas, 
all who had put in the pipe lines, those who made 
the pipes, those who had mined the iron, the God 
of all the earth who had put the iron-ore into our 
soil; the grocer, the truck men who had moved the 
cans from place to place, the manufacturer of the 
cans, the printer who printed the labels, the makers 
of the dyes for the ink, God who made the soil, and 
the seed of the vegetables from which the dyes 
were made; those who worked in pulpwood that 
made possible the paper for the labels, God who 
gave the wisdom to man for making paper from 
wood and who causes trees to grow upon the earth. 
On and on the list ran. 


This interesting observation was made, taking 
any single item and tracing it back to its source, 
without exception every item led us ultimately to 
God. Indeed: 


“The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness 
thereof, the world and they that dwell 
therein.” . 


It was a spiritual exercise. We commend it to you 
for a Thanksgiving Day experiment; take any sin- 
gle item in your Thanksgiving dinner and see be- 
hind it all those who contributed to your having it 
for your Thanksgiving meal. You, too, will come to 
say with the Psaimist: “I give Thee thanks, O Lord, 
with my whole heart... ” 


| | 
|  “O give thanks to the Lord for He is good for | 
| His steadfast love endures forever.” 





Reservation - 1953 Women’s 
Training School, Montreat, N. C. 


Important: The 356 spaces available in Montreat 
Hoteis will be allocated to the Synodicals on a 
membership basis, this quota to include Synodical 
and Presbyterial Presidents. (Synodical Presidents 
will release information about quotas). The Syn- 
odical President or her appointee will serve as a 
contact person with the Mountain Retreat Associa- 
tion, making reservations for her assigned quota 
with Mr. C. A. Stubbs. 


The following Montreat Guest Homes are open 
to individuals for reservations: Glenn Rock Inn, 
Mrs. C. T. Welch, Bishopville, S. C.; Merrick Place, 
Miss Ruth Merrick, Montreat, N. C.; Geneva Hall, 
Mrs. R. T. Coit, Montreat, N. C.; South Carolina 
Home, Miss Frances Gregg, 1135 Myrtle Drive, 
Rock Hill, S. C.; Burwell Cottage, Mrs. W. H. Bur- 
well, Montreat, N. C.; Umarest Cottage, Mrs. 
Annie Godwin, Godwin, N. C.; Cottage Comfy, 
Mrs. A. H. Wherry, Route 4, Chester, S. C.; 
Bridges Lodge, Mrs. B. C. Bridges, Box 261, Ponte 
Vedra, Fla.; Mapleton, Miss Nannie Watkins, Box 
5, Montreat, N. C.; Estes Cottage, Mrs. Frank Estes, 
Orangeburg, S. C.; William Black Home, Mrs. C. W. 
Maxwell, 2019 Briarwood Road, Charlotte, N. C.; 
*Florida Lodge, Mrs. C. T. Welch, Bishopville, S. C. 


(Information may be obtained from addresses as 
listed). 


*The Assembly’s Youth Council will be meeting 


in Montreat during the Women’s Training School. 
This cottage will be used for their reservations. 
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Church News 


Mexico 





Nuevo Laredo.—For three days, September 30 to 
October 2, Rev. Charles Howard Ainley, U.S.A. 
Presbyterian missionary, and appointed to serve as 
evangelist by the Presbyterio Del Norte, in which 
Presbytery Nuevo Laredo is located, conducted a 
preaching institute. Mr. Ain!ey delivered simple, 
direct messages concerning God’s saving grace to 
congregations which crowded the building, tem- 
porarily used for a church. The effectiveness of 
God’s Spirit was distinctively evident in the com- 
mitments made. The pastor, Licentiate Benito 
Lyra, Dr. John C. Ramsey, evangelist at large and 
beginner of this work, and Rev. Ainley, visited in 
all parts of the city. It will be recalled that Nuevo 
Laredo is one of the Program of Progress objec- 
tives to which the World Board of Missions con- 
tributed for a church building. This building is now 
in the process of being erected. 





Montgomery Presbytery 


The 227th Stated Meeting of Montgomery Pres- 
bytery was held in the McAllister Memorial Pres- 
byterian Church of Covington, Va., on Tuesday, 
October 21, 1952. There were present 38 ministers 
and 39 Ruling Elders. Rev. Jack W. Ewart, of 
Radford, Va., was elected Moderator of this meet- 
ing, and Rev. F. Hubert Morris was nominated to 
be Moderator of the 228th Stated Meeting on April 
21-22, 1953. 


Rev. J. L. Coppock, of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Columbus, Ga., was received into the 
Presbytery and will become the Assistant Pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Roanoke, Va. 


Rev. J. E. Pringle, of the Presbyterian Church 
of Newburgh, N. Y., was received into the Presby- 
tery and arrangements made for him to be installed 
as pastor of the Melrose Presbyterian Church of 
Roanoke, Va. Messrs. Bryan Clinton Childress and 
Wolton Graham Wood were received under the 
care of the Presbytery as Candidates for the Min- 
istry of the Gospel. 


The Presbytery voted to approve proposed 
amendments to the Book of Church Order, on 
Paragraphs No. 70, 126 (Page 53), and 303 and 
363; and disapproved proposed amendments on 
Paragraphs No. 126 (Page 81), 138A and 263. 


The next Stated Meeting (the 228th) will be 
held in the First Presbyterian Church of Lynch- 
burg, Va. 


Rev. E. W. Smith, Chairman; Rev. Louis F. 
Hoffman and Ruling Elder J. W. Rhodes were ap- 
pointed a Committee, by the Moderator, to proceed 
with the revision of the Manual of the Presbytery. 





Sixty-First Meeting 
Synod Of Florida 


At the Sixty-First Annual Meeting of the Synod 
of Florida, held on October 14-16, 1952, at First 
Presbyterian Church, Gainesville, the Synod voted 
to establish a Home For The Aged within the Sy- 
nod. Dr. Marshall C. Dendy was named Chairman 
of a Committee of twelve to draw up a charter and 
recommend the location aad fund-raising program 
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for the establishment of a Home For The Aged in 
7lorida. Dr. Langdon M. Henderlite, of our Brazil 
Mission, spoke to the Synod, as did Dr. John R. 
Cunningham, President of Davidson College, who 
vas the Inspirational Speaker. The recommenda- 
tions of Synod’s Committee on Co-operation and 
Inion, of which Dr. A. J. Kissling is Chairman, 
vere adopted, under which the Synod will co- 
operate with the U.S.A. Synod in a joint Evan- 
zelism Campaign, in a comity arrangement for the 
slacing of new churches and in a pulpit exchange. 
The Rev. Mr. Russel F. Johnson, Moderator of the 
Synod, and Dr. Stephen T. Harvin w-re elected 
fraternal delegates to the meeting of the Synod of 
Florida (U.S.A.) to be held in Bradenton, on No- 
vember 5-6-7, 1952. 


A budget of $331,000.00 was adopted for As- 
sembly’s and Synod’s Benevolent Causes for the 
coming year. Dr. J. G. Patton, Executive Secretary 
of the General Council, spoke on the Report on 
Stewardship by Rev. Paul Edris, Chairman. Rev. 
C. U. Leach, Pastor of Presbyterian Church of De- 
Funiak Springs, was designated as Moderator- 
Nominee for the next meeting of Synod. Synod’s 
Committee on Christian Education commended to 
the Churches the study and use of the Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible. Nineteen pastors 
were received into Synod since its last meeting. 
Dr. Malcolm Calhoun, Dr. A. R. Batchelor, Mr. 
Graham White, Dr. Macdonald, Dr. J. R. McGregor 
and Dr. J. MacDowell Richards all addressed the 
Synod. 





Fall Meeting Of 
Granville Presbytery 


Granville Presbytery met at Goshen Church, 
near Oxford, N. C., on October 14, 1952. There 
were 21 ministers and 25 elders present. 


The Reverend Charles E. Parrish, of Kenly, 
N. C., retiring Moderator, preached on “Ilin- 
drances Of The Spirit,” and Reverend C. Lynn 
Brown, pastor of White Memorial Church, Raleigh, 
N. C., was elected Moderator. Dr. Thomas A. 
Schafer and Reverend Hugh M. Jefferson conduct- 
ed the Communion Service. 


An ad interim committee, consisting of Rev. 
A. R. Buffaloe, Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, Jr., and 
Ruling Elder Z. P. Metcalf, was appointed to con- 
aa the proposed changes in the Book of Church 

raer. 


Dr. James L. Price, Jr., of the Duke Divinity 
School faculty, was received into Granville from 
Lexington Presbytery. Mr. W. L. Hodgkin, a mem- 
ber of the Northgate Church, Durham, N. C., and 
a student at Union Theological Seminary, was re- 
ceived under the care of Presbytery as a candidate 
for the ministry. 


Presbytery approved changes of ordinary times 
for Stated Meetings to the third Thursday of Jan- 
uary, April, July, and October. 


Reports of the following committees were heard: 
(1) The Stewardship Committee, containing bud- 
get and apportionments for the year, April 1, 1953, 
to December 31, 1953; (2) The Advisory Commit- 
tee, reporting on investigations for a Presbytery 
Camp; (3) A Commission reported the installation 
on September 21, 1952, of Reverend Howard McE. 
Wilson in the pastorate of the Belleview Church, 
Selma, N. C. This Church was organized on May 
12, 1952. Another Commission reported the ordi- 
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nation and installation of Mr. John R. Dail in the 
Warrenton Church on July 20, 1952, and his in- 
stallation in the Gruver Memorial and Littleton 
Churches on July 27, 1952. 


Presbytery heard a report from the Special Com- 
mittee on the Home Mission Expansion Fund and 
directed the Executive Secretary, Dr. James C. 
Wool, to give as much of his time as possible to 
this work during the remainder of the present cal- 
endar year. 


The Sub-committee on Evangelism was enlarged 
to six by appointment of four more members, and 
vacancies were filled on the Sub-committees on 
Home Missions and Annuities and Relief. 


Presbytery will meet in adjourned session on 
November 17, 1952, in the First Presbyterian 
Church, in Raleigh, N. C., at 10:30 A.M. At that 
time Rev. J. W. McGinnis, Assistant Pastor-elect 
of the Raleigh First Church, and Rev. C. I. Calcote, 
Pastor-elect of the Mount Bethel Church of Dur- 
ham, N. C., will be received into the Presbytery. 


The regular Winter Meeting of Granville Pres- 
bytery will be held on Thursday, January 15, 1953, 
at the Mebane Memorial Church, in Roxboro, N. C. 


The Fall Rally of the Men of the Presbytery will 
be held in the Henderson (N. C.) Church on Sun- 
day, November 23, 1952, beginning at 3:00 P.M. 


The Young People of the Presbytery held their 
Fall Rally in the Westminster Church, Raleigh, 
N. C., on October 19, 1952. More than 200 at- 


tended. 
James C. Wool, Stated Clerk. 





Arkansas College 


Arkansas College, Batesville, Ark., has just had 
an inspiring Week of Spiritual Enrichment, with 
the Rev. David M. Currie, of Richmond, Va., as 
guest speaker. Mr. Currie spoke each week-day 
morning in the regular chapel service, and each 
evening. As Director of Campus Christian Life, 
the Rev. Mr. Currie brought to the A. C. students, 
faculty and friends a wealth of experience in deal- 
ing with student groups. 


For his morning devotional periods Mr. Currie 
used the topics, “‘Faith,” “Truth,” “Fellowship,” 
“Vocation,” and “Witness.” Following the chapel 
period student forums, where an informal spirit of 
question and answer obtained, were held each day. 
In the evenings, fellowship hours were held under 
the auspices of the different Church Youth Organi- 
zations of the town. 


The week was closed with the Sunday morning 
service at the First Presbyterian Church, when Mr. 
Currie spoke on “Jesus - The Christ.” 





World Missions Receipts 


Apr 1, 1951, to Nov. 1, 1951 ............ $570,083.26 
Apr. 1, 1952, to Nov. 1, 1952 ............. 674,475.07 
Gain as idisptidiaiandupiniilapmcciageps. 


Program Of Progress 
Net Receipts 


Apr. 1, 1951, to Nov. 1, 1951 ............ $122,643.64 
Apr. 1, 1952, to Nov. 1, 1952 ............ 80,844.12 


saanphiensiinbeiipieitiitianini -e $ 41,799.52 








Board Of Christian Education 
Board Actions - Nov. 16-17 


Men’s Work 


That approval be given to the recommendation 
of the Executive Committee of Assembly Men’s 
Council whereby the next A:sembly-wide Men's 
Convention be held in New Orleans, La., October 
15-17, 1954, instead of in Atlanta, Ga., October 
22-24, 1954. 


That continued publication of Presbyterian Men 
as recommended by the Executive Committee of 
Assembly Mens Council be approved. 


That, beginning April 1, 1953, an Assembly-wide 
intensive effort in teaching eiders and deacons be 
inaugurated. 


Committee On Religious 
Education 


That the Board commend to the Committee on 
the new Hymnal consideration of the use of the 
Revised Standard Version in the liturgy and 
psalter of the new Hymnal. 


That the Board note with sincere regret Miss 
Elizabeth Glasscock’s resignation from the Chil- 
dren’s Department to take up her assignment in 
Texas. 


That the Board note with regret the resignation 
of Dr. Floy S. Hyde as associate in the Department 
of Leadership Education, who will join the Na- 
tional Council of the Churches of Christ. 


Department Of Church School 


Administration 


That the following statement of policies basic to 
a sound program of finance and stewardship edu- 
cation in local Church Schools of the rresbyterian 
Church (U. S.) be adopted and referred to the 
General Council for possible endorsement by the 
General Assemb!y, this action having been recom- 
mended by the Assembly’s Superintendents’ Coun- 
cil and the Assembly's Childrens Work Council. 


Executive Committee 


That the Centennial Fund Campaign be docketed 
for further discussion at the next meeting of our 
Board. 


That as of the adoption of this recommendation, 
we separate the Department of Adult Education 
from the Livision of Men’s Work and place it in 
the Division of Religious Education under the com- 
plete supervision of the Secretary of that Division. 


That the staff of the Division of Men’s Work as 
reconstituted be not less than three. 


That the 1953 General Assembly be requested 
to enlarge the membership of the Board of Chris- 
tian Education to include the President, the Vice- 
President and the Immediate Past Fresident of the 
Men’s Council of the Assemb_y during their term 
of office, in order that the leadership of Presby- 
terian Men may be more thoroughly integrated 
into the work-of the Board of Christian Education. 


Business And Finance 
Committee 
That up to $10,000.00 from Benevolence reserve 
be appropriated for the use of the Study Com- 
mittee on “The Minister’s Place In The Teaching 
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Work Of The Church,” and that Dr. 


Barkley 
Walthall be authorized to sign requisitions against 
this fund. 


That the Board accept with appreciation the lot 
offered by the Montreat Management to the Board 
of Christian Education for a Christian Education 
Building at Montreat, and authorize the Chairman 
of the Business Committee, Mr. W. E. Price, the 
Treasurer, and the incoming Executive Secretary, 
as a special committee to work out plans and bring 
recommendations to the Board, and that the neces- 
sary expenses of this Committee be approved. 





The Ministry Of The Tenney 
Family In The Synod Of Texas 


With the recent death of Rev. B. K. Tenney, 
D.D., the Synod of Texas for the first time in about 
one hundred years is without a member of the 
Tenney family in its active ministry. This family 
was descended from Thomas Tenney, of Puritan 
stock, who immigrated from Enzland to America in 
1636, and settled in Massachusetts. 

In 1850 Levi Tenney came from New York to 
3razoria County, Texas, where a short time there- 
after he became ruling elder in one of the Early 
Presbyterian Churches of the State. He engaged in 
teach.nz school in that vicinity as a means of gain- 
ing a livelihood while studying theology privately 
in preparation for the Gospel ministry; was licensed 
and ordained as evangelist by Brazos Presbytery in 
1854. For several years he taught in two of the 
early colleges of Texas, at Larissa, Cherokee 
County, and Salado, Bell County, at the same time 
enzaging in pioneer and frontier Home Mission 
Work. He assisted in organizing and ministering to 
a number of Presbyterian Churches in Central 
Texas, serving as Stated Clerk in his Fresbytery 
and Synod many years until his death in 1907. He 
was the author of a History of Central Texas Pres- 
bytery. 


Rev. B. K. Tenney, grandson of Rev. Levi Ten- 
ney, and a native of Texas, was licensed and or- 
dained to the ministry in 1916. He served in sev- 
eral pastorates until in 1926 he was called to the 
Secretaryship of Synod’s Causes. He was Secretary 
of Stewardship and Finance for the General As- 
semb!y from 1935 to 1943 when he returned to 
Texas to become Superintendent of Home Missions 
for Mid-Texas Presbytery, in which position he 
served until his death in 1952. 


Rev. S. F. Tenney was licensed in 1867 by the 
Presbytery of Hopewell. He came to Texas as 
Stated Supply of the Marshall Church in 1868, was 
ordained by Eastern Texas Presbytery in April, 
1869. In January, 1871, he became pastor of the 
Church at Crockett, which he served almost fifty 
years. He was Superintendent of Home Missions 
and Stated Clerk of Eastern Texas Presbytery for 
thirty-five years. A notable work which he estab- 
lished was the Mission to the Alabama Indians in 
Polk County, and the organization of a half dozen 
Presbyterian Churches for Negroes. Also he was re- 
sponsible for the establishment of Mary Allen Sem- 
inary for Negroes under the control of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S.A., which for more than fifty 
years has done an excellent work. 


Rev. S. M. Tenney, son of Rev. S. F. Tenney, was 
licensed in 1892 and ordained in 1893. He held 
several pastorates, among which were the First 
Church, Longview, and the Second Presbyterian 
Church, Houston. He also served as Superintendent 
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of Home Missions and Evangelist for Eastern Texas 
and Paris Presbyteries until he gave his entire time 
to the founding and curatorship of the Presby- 
terian Historical Foundation at Montreat, N. C. He 
continued in this work for fifteen years until his 
death in 1939. 

Rev. W. V. Tenney, son of Rev. S. F. Tenney, 
was licensed in 1896 and ordained in 1898. Having 
grown up in Home Missions Work and knowing its 
needs, he chose to give his life to this work. He 
served in Texas, Louisiana and Alabama until he 
was called into service with the Texas School for 
the Blind, where he labored for a number of years 
until his retirement He is an honorably retired 
member of Central Texas Presbytery. 


The aggregate years of active ministry of the 
five ministers of this family in the Synod of Texas 
has been near two hundred and thirty-five. To- 
gether they organized more than thirty Churches. 


Presbyterian Group 
Life Insurance Plan 


The program of Group Life Insurance adopted 
by the 1952 General Assembly is meeting an ob- 
vious need in the Presbyterian Church, U. S. More 
than 1,200 are now insured in it, and additional 
applications are being received daily. 


The underwriting insurance company has agreed 
to hold open the non-medical entrance privilege 
through December 31, 1952. Thereafter the com- 
pany reserves the right to require applicants to 
furnish satisfactory evidence of insurability before 
extend nz this coverage to them. Furthermore, if 
an eligible Church or agency subscribes to the 
Plan on or after January 1, 1953, even though sat- 
isfactory evidence of insurability is furnished, the 
insurance for that Church or agency cannot be- 
come effective until the first of the policy year be- 
ginning July 1, 1953. All full-time salaried em- 
ployees of the various churches, church agencies 
and institutions should have this insurance pro- 
vided for them by the employing organization. In 
view of these facts, time is important! Act now! 


Already there have been four death claims, three 
of which have been paid and the fourth is being 
prepared. One thing has been made crystal clear as 
to church employees as a class—for the most part 
they are woefully under-insured. This plan of our 
General Assemb!y can help to meet this need if our 
churches co-operate in it. 


Wade H. Boggs, 

Executive Secretary, 

Board of Annuities and Relief in the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 





Vission Notes 


Mr. Robert Boyd, of our Ccnzgo Mission, died of 
polio in Leopo!dville on November 1. Mr. Boyd 
was attached to L.E.G.O., an interdenominational 
organ:zation, serving all the missions of the Congo. 


Mr. Boyd went to the field in March, 1952, after 
having spent three months in Brussels, Belgium, in 
language study. His home was in Orange, Tex. He 
is survived by Mrs. Boyd and a small son. 





Mary Shannon Carper, three-year-o!d daughter 
of Rev. Day Carper, of our Congo Mission, died of 
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You Can Help 


These Worthy Youths Get An Education 
That Is Soundly Christian By 
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Stillman College Scholarship Fund 
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Samuel Burney Hay ... President 
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Desire to purchase 90 second-hand copies “The 
Presbyterian Hymnal.” Contact: 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


BOX 556 TALLAHASSEE, FLA. 














diphtheria on October 15 at Bibanga. She is sur- 
vived by her father and two sisters and one bro- 
ther. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Bassett, of our Mexico 
Mission, announce the birth of a daughter, Mary 
Katherine, in the Morelia Hospital on October 10. 


Miss Charlotte McMurray and Miss Florence 
Lewis, of our Congo Mission, will arrive in this 
country on December 2 for their furlough year. 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank Vandegrift will arrive in 
this country the latter part of November for their 
regular furlough from their work in the Congo. 


Dr. and Mrs. Ovid Bush, of our Korea Mission, 
will arrive in this country on November 14 for 
their regular furlough. 


Rev. and Mrs. E. R. Arehart, of our North Bra- 
zil Mission, will arrive in the United States the first 
part of December for their regular furlough year. 
While in this country the Areharts will make their 
home base Frankfort, W. Va. 








H. B. Dendy, Secy. 





THE GREAT ISSUE 


The administrative policies and problems involved in the pro- 
posed plan of Church Union are such as to stagger the imagi- 
nation because they inevitably mean centralization of au- 
thority and a decrease in efficiency in carrying out the Lord’s 


work in the area where our Church operates. 


ButT—that is not the issue of primary importance. The whole 
emphasis in the ecumenical movement, of which this proposed 
union is a part, is to stress numbers and organization as the 
source of Protestant influence. Such an emphasis can be fatal 


to the primary mission of the Church which is spiritual. 


Spiritual power comes from the presence and the blessing of 
God’s Holy Spirit and that is contingent, not on numbers, not 
on organization, not on outward signs of material might, but 
on complete surrender to God’s will and an abiding trust in 


the Word of God as the Swor? of the Spirit. 


THERE LIES THE ISSUE 
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